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Aboriginal Music Manitoba would also like to acknowledge the 
following Take the Fort Tour Sponsors:

Manitoba Métis 
Music and Dance

Take 
the 

Fort

Take The Fort Manitoba 
Metis Music & Dance 

As Minister of Culture, Heritage, 
Tourism and Sport, and Acting 
Minister of Aboriginal and Northern 
Affairs, I am pleased to extend 
best wishes to the members of 
the Manitoba Métis Music and 
Dance Tour. 

Manitobans are proud of our 
province’s contributions to the wealth of Aboriginal 
music and dance talent in Canada. The tour’s 
performances, and creative collaborations, will help 
ensure the great gifts of your exceptional music and 
dance styles are shared with and enjoyed by 
audiences across Western Canada. 

I wish you well as you continue to reflect our 
province’s wealth of talent and as you demonstrate 
the unifying effect of the arts in Canadian culture.

Eric Robinson, Minister 
Manitoba Culture, Heritage, Tourism and Sport
Acting Minister of Aboriginal and Northern Affairs

A Message from the 
Manitoba Government

A Message from the Manitoba 
Aboriginal Music Host Committee

2009 Tour Dates:

WINNIPEG
Tuesday, February 17th
The Martial Caron Theatre

Saint Boniface College
200 de la Cathedral Avenue

VANCOUVER
Thursday, February 19th

Capilano Performing Arts Theatre
2055 Purcell Way

CALGARY
Friday, February 20th

Calgary Public Library
616 Macleod Trail SE

SASKATOON
Saturday, February 21st

Broadway Theatre
715 Broadway Avenue

REGINA
Sunday, February 22nd

Regina Performing Arts Centre
1077 Angus Street

The spirit of Louis Riel and the Métis culture, 
through music, dance and all of the arts is alive 
and well. In the words of the prophet: “My people 
will sleep for one hundred years, when they 
awake it will be the artists who give them their 
spirit back.”
 
Take The Fort is a clear sign that the spirit of the 
people is back. It has been a pleasure to prepare 
this unique variety show that brings together 
some of the best talent the province of Manitoba 
can offer. 

Enjoy!

Aboriginal Music Manitoba
1-376 Donald Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Canada R3B 2J2

P: 204-296-9790
Chair: Alan Greyeyes 

Email: alan@ammb.ca
Publicity: Michelle Boivin www.boivingroup.com

www.metistour.com

Contact

TAKE THE FORT
8 panel brochure / 14” x 8.5”

The main instrument in Métis music is the fiddle and 
in the early days, fiddles were hard to obtain and 
expensive. The Métis simply made their own from 
maple wood and birch bark. Unlike other forms of 
music, traditional Métis style fiddle music is not 
contained in a bar structure and this creates a 
bounce to the tune that is unique to North 
America and can still be heard across 
Northwestern Canada and the 
United States.

Métis style fiddle 
music is an oral tradition 
handed down for many 
centuries. The fiddle plays 
the melody, tells the story, 
and many Métis legends 
are recorded in fiddle tunes. 

The survival of traditional 
Métis style fiddle music 
depends solely on the 
dedication and commitment of the older 
generations of Métis fiddlers to continue 
to play the oral traditional tunes and style 
and to teach the younger generations.

The Norman Chief Memorial Dancers 
were founded in 2004 by Sonny and 
Terri Delaronde, in memory of the late 
Norman Chief, a Métis musician and singer. 

The Norman chief Dancer’s primary 
purpose is to promote 

and develop 
community spirit 

through traditional 
style Métis music 
and dance. 

The Team dances at 
fundraising events in 

Aboriginal communities 
throughout Manitoba 

to further promote Métis 
culture and heritage.

The Norman Chief Dancers 
have performed in many 
cultural events throughout 
Manitoba and northwest Ontario 
including Folklorama, St. Laurent 

Métis Days, Winnipeg Métis 
Association Street Festival, 
Treaty Days, N.C.I. Jam and 
the Aboriginal Express 
featuring Ray St-Germain. 

The dance troupe 
also provides cultural 
awareness performances 
in many Manitoba 
schools in support of 
Aboriginal Academic  

Achievement initiatives. 

The dancers create toe-tapping 
enthusiasm from their audiences with 
modern, unique dance steps blended with 
the traditional Métis Red River Dance style.

The Music

On a snowy day in October 1869, a group 
of nineteen unarmed Métis riders took a major 
step in changing the course of Manitoba’s history. 

Confronting a survey crew that was staking out 
land west of the Red River for the anticipated 
arrival of Canadian settlers, the Métis stepped on 
the surveyors’ chain, signaling their intention to 
oppose the distant Canadian Government’s plan 
to annex the west for agricultural immigration. 

It was the beginning of a Resistance and on the 
same day, Métis leader Louis Riel, with about 400 
followers, moved to take the fort and seized Fort 
Garry without bloodshed. The Fort would become 
the home of the provisional government charged 
with the task of negotiating Manitoba’s entry 
into confederacy.

Take the Fort is a Métis multi-media variety show 
which tells the story of the Red River Resistance of 
1869 through music, dance, video and interviews 
with Métis historians. 

Humourous and historical, this show is fun for the 
whole family! And it’s coming to a city near you!

photo: www.rielmetiscouncil.ca

The Norman Chief
Memorial DancersThe Dance

The traditional dance of the Métis include the 
Waltz Quadrille, the Square dance, Drops of 
Brandy, the Duck dance, La Double Gigue and 
the Red River Jig which is the dance most widely 
known. The irregular beats of the Red River 
Jig creates a bounce in Métis dancing that is 
as unique as the fiddling itself. The extra beats 
make the Métis jig a rapid moving dance and 
though similar to the Scots - Irish stepdance, 
the Métis jig is definitely unique in style

Dances are energetic, with each 
couple, particularly the men, trying 
to outdo their companions. When 

the down beat notes start, Métis 
people change to lightning fast set of steps 
in the Red River Jig that can amost not be 
followed by the human eye. Métis people are highly 
competitive and contests abounded then and today, 
to see which Métis can create the flashiest steps.

The Red River 
Resistance

From St. Ambrose Manitoba, 
Darren has been dubbed the 
Marvelous Métis. Powerful, 
soulful and full of emotion, 
a true professional, is the only 
way to describe Darren be 
that when he is singing up a 
storm or playing the fiddle and 
entertaining his audience. 

He has also been known to “cut the rug” a time 
or two. Ooh Wha!... “A True Métis”. Darren has 
traveled many miles and played for many 
audiences at events such as Festivals, Casinos and 
neighborhood bars across the country far and wide.

The Puppet Folk       Darren Lavallee
As individuals and with other groups Johanne 
Noël, Gilles Noël and Marie-Anne Beaudette 
have been performing as actors, folkloric 
dancers and historical interpreters in their 
community and abroad for years. Each holds 
the Métis and French community dearly at 
heart as active artists in Winnipeg.

Now, together, trained as puppeteers for a 
children’s TV program, these three charismatic 
and energetic performers bring to life the story 
of a controversial yet cherished historical 
figure: Louis Riel. To them, puppetry is an art 
form that spans all subjects, mind frames and 
generations. Come and let them help you 
suspend your disbelief.
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WAAM
Newspaper Ad / 8.233” x 6.5”

The WAAM New Canadian Craft Program has been funded by the Winnipeg Foundation, 

Assiniboine Credit Union, The RBC Foundation, the University of Manitoba Women’s and 

Gender Studies, Manitoba Craft Council, Councilor for Point Douglas Mike Pagtakhan and 

the Hon. Jennifer Howard Minister Responsible for the Status of Women.

Craft Mania
Celebrate International Women’s Day 

at the 5th annual 

Featuring craftswomen 
from around the world 

who will be sharing 
their skills: 

Sudanese beading
Polish Richelieu embroidery

Kazakhstani crochet
and more!

Free!  
Materials and international 

snacks provided!
All genders, ages, and 

experience levels welcome!

Women Artists Association of Manitoba
119 Portage Avenue

555-6064
ww.waam.mb.ca

Saturday March 9th, 12 – 4pm
WAAM, 119 Portage Avenue
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STATIONARY PACKAGE
• Business Card / 3.5” x 2”
• Letterhead / 8.5” x 11”
• #10 Envelope / 9.5” x 4.125”

Susan Buffie
Communications

540 Niagara Street
Winnipeg  MB  R3N 0V8

 (204) 488-6451
sebuffie@gmail.com
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HOME ROUTES
8 page booklet / 5.5” x 8.5”

2013-2014 House Concert Program

Meet inspiring & interesting 
professional performing artists

www.HomeRoutes.ca

Big Rock Supports 
Home Routes Because 
We Have Great Taste!

Of all your choices, enjoying Big Rock  
responsibly is the best. www.bigrockbeer.com

CONTACT

HOMEROUTES CHEMIN CHEZ NOUS

2-156 Sherbrook St. Winnipeg, MB R3C 2B4  
phone: 204-480-3380  
toll free: 1-866-925-6889  
fax 204-786-6259

Search “Home Routes House Concerts”

www.HomeRoutes.ca
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HOUSE CONCERT CIRCUITS

Turn your living room into a mini concert hall.

Be a cultural leader in your town.

Become part of the house concert phenomenon that’s 
sweeping the nation!

Join more than 200 hosts presenting concerts from Old Crow, 
Yukon to Canso, Nova Scotia.

Have world-class performers come to your home and 
perform for your guests as they would in a soft-seat theatre.

Join us for an extraordinary amount of fun!

♫

♫

♫

♫

♫

♫

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Hi folks, 

Welcome to the 2013-2014 season of Home 
Routes/Chemin Chez Nouns. The staff and 
the board of directors are delighted that 
you’ve joined our merry band of cultural 
adventurers as we look forward to another 
year of music, high spirits, harmony, 
community solidarity and fun. 

For the last seven years I’ve had the pleasure 
of being the board president. It’s given me a 
unique opportunity to observe an idea as it 
grew from a theoretical concept to a coast 
to coast to coast organization made up
entirely of people who love music. 

Whether you’ve been with us from the beginning or joined up 
along the way or are just joining us for the first time, hang on to 
your hats, it’s going to be an interesting year. 

Derek Black
President of the Board

Home Routes/Chemin Chez Nous is a non-profit arts organization 
incorporated in February 2007 to create new performance 
opportunities for acoustic musicians and to increase access by all 
Canadians to professional concerts. 

Home Routes was initiated by founders of the Winnipeg Folk 
Festival and the West End Cultural Centre, Mitch Podolak and Ava 
Kobrinsky with Tim Osmond and the support of the volunteer Board 
of Directors.

MANDATE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CHAUTAUQUA TRAIL  
AB/SK

2013
2014
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The triumphs upon 
chooing a life in music are 
few and far between. And,  
as many know, finding your 
own unique and compelling 
voice is almost as rare as 
finding a four leaf clover.  

Blessed with an achingly distinct voice, Jadea Kelly’s music bridges the 
lilting country tinges of Iris DeMent with the darker influences of Portishead. 
Her second album, ‘Clover’, was released on Jadea’s own label imprint 
Darth Jadea in Canada, distributed by IDLA, and has been licensed to 
Divergent Recordings for international release.

Inspired and named after her grandfather’s farm in rural Ontario, ‘Clover’ 
touches on the interconnected relationship between farming and working 
as a musician, as well as her hope to have a life in music. Although raised 
in suburban Whitby, Ontario, the Kelly family have worked and sacrificed 
on this land for three generations. It is on this farm that Jadea composed 
the majority of Clover.

Jadea’s first album, the 2010 recording ‘Eastbound Platform’, earned a 
Canadian Folk Music Award nomination for emerging artist of the year. 
Jadea has appeared on recordings by Catherine McLellan and 
Protest The Hero and on stages with the likes of Stuart Maclean’s Vinyl 
Cafe and Justin Rutledge.

www.darthjadea.com

JADEA KELLY ON

April 2 - 14, 2014

Born and raised in a cedar cabin on a 
remote gulf island and daughter of a 
legendary west coast one man band, 
T. Nile has blended the best of a 
traditional folk upbringing with vintage 
and modern electronics. 

At 19, Nile moved to Vancouver to study 
voice, composition, electronic music and 
world percussion. She expanded her 
musical experience traveling and playing 
internationally between school semesters, 
collaborating with musicians and producers 

in Ibiza, Tokyo, Hamburg, Berlin, and London. 

Back in Vancouver, she began hosting the monthly showcase at the 
Railway Club called Connect. In 2006 she recorded and launched 
At My Table, rooted in the woodsy music she first heard as a child. 
Tamara toured her songs through Canada and Europe, playing for 
packed venues and rave reviews. 

She was awarded ‘Best New/Emerging Artist’ at the Canadian Folk 
Music Awards and nominated ‘Best Vocalist the following year, alongside 
Bruce Cockburn. She’s been a main-stay at Canadian Folk Festivals.

Tamara is now working on her fourth record, inspired by outlaw country 
and vintage blues artists including Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris, Sister 
Rosetta Thorpe, Neil Young, Willie Nelson, and Leadbelly, as well as 
contemporary songwriters such as the brilliant Daniel Romano.

www.tnile.com

T. NILE BC

May 18 - 24, 2014


